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The rise and fall of Bioenergy: can we, should we, move beyond the current hiatus? 

Dr Jeremy Woods 
 

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, bioenergy was seen as the poster child of renewable energy, having 
the potential to deliver both environmental benefits and rural development.  Supported by a large and 
increasing number of national bioenergy policies, conventional biofuels in particular, grew rapidly from 
2000 to 2010.  However, growth started to stall in 2008/09 as a result of the financial crisis and 
environmental opposition and then investment ground to a halt as fossil fuel prices dropped through to 
2015.  And yet, current and future bioenergy technologies are seen as central to meaningful climate 
mitigation.  Is it possible to reconcile these contradictory perspectives or are there alternative options that 
aren’t properly pursued whilst the bioenergy house burns?   
David Hall was widely acknowledged, known and respected right around the world as ‘Mr Bioenergy,’ but 
also a founding member of the Environmental Law Foundation who was adept at reconciling seemingly 
intractable issues of development versus the environmental components of sustainability. As a former 
PhD student of David’s I often wonder how David would respond to the questions raised by bioenergy 
developments over the last two decades.  I critically explore the emergent potential for bioenergy as a tool 
for development and climate mitigation from global to local scales in this talk. 
 
Dr Jeremy (Jem) Woods is a Lecturer in bioenergy at Imperial College London working on the interplay 
between development, land-use and the sustainable use of natural resources. At Imperial, he is a co-
director of ICEPT (Centre for Energy Policy and Technology) and a member of the Bioeconomy Platform 
of Climate-KIC which is dedicated to the development of advanced biorenewables.  

 

 
 

Small Lecture Theatre 
University of Westminster Cavendish Campus 

1st Floor, 115 New Cavendish Street, London W1W 6UW 
 

Located nearest to Goodge Street (Northern line), Great Portland Street (Metropolitan, Circle and 
Hammersmith & City lines) and Warren Street (Northern and Victoria lines). Several buses run along 
Tottenham Court Road and Euston Road, which is five minutes' walk away.  The campus is a 15-20 
minute walk from King's Cross, St. Pancras, Euston and Thameslink railway stations. Car parking is 
available for those with disabilities. There are also public car parks nearby. 

 
Doors open at 6pm; Coffee will be served from 6 – 6.30pm; Lecture start time: 6.30pm 

Canapés and Drinks Reception follows the lecture 

  



REGISTRATION FORM 

The Solar Energy Society David Hall Memorial Lecture 2016 
 

Dr Jeremy Woods 
The rise and fall of Bioenergy: can we, should we, move beyond the current hiatus? 

 
Wednesday 14 December 2016, from 6pm, University of Westminster, Cavendish Campus 

 
Please complete and detach the registration form and return to the Society’s 
Secretariat together with your payment at the address overleaf.  
 

IMPORTANT! Advance registration is essential 

Please list all names of accompanying persons here: 

Registration includes drinks and canapés reception following the lecture 
 

Full Name(s):_____________________________________________ 

 

                     _____________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________Postcode:_______ 

 

Country:_____________________________________ 

 

Tel:______________________ Fax:______________________ 

 

E-mail:_______________________________________ 

 

  



All bookings must reach the Secretariat by Wednesday 7 Dec 2016 

Category Fee 
Number of 

tickets 

UK-ISES Member £15.00 inc VAT     

Non-member £20.00 inc VAT     

Concessionary member 
(retired, unwaged) 

 £10.00 inc VAT  
   

   

Student member £5.00 inc VAT  

Concessionary non-
member 

£15.00 inc VAT 
   

  

Total payment: 

 
 

Method of Payment of Registration Fee 
 

N.B. An additional charge of £1.00 will be made for payment by credit card 
 

 

1. Credit Card 
(Visa, MasterCard) Number 

 

  
Expiry Date 

 

 
Name on 
card 

   

 
Card Billing 
Address 
Postcode 

 3 Digit 
Security 
Code 

 

Card Type (please 
circle as 
appropriate) 

Credit Card  
 

  
Debit Card 

 

 

 

2. Cheque payable to ‘The Solar Energy Society’ 

 
Signature: 

  
Date: 

 

 
 

The Solar Energy Society, PO Box 489, Abingdon OX14 4WY, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)7760163559, Fax: +44 (0)1235 848684,  

E-mail: info@uk-ises.org; www.uk-ises.org  
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